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The insanity defense is one of the most popularly depicted criminal defense strategies in

television and film culture. In legal definition, the McNaughten rule dictates that a person may be

considered not responsible for a crime if his or her state of mind is in a diminished capacity, or he

did not know it was wrong. This had given life to the perception that the defense is an easy

solution to evading jail time. For example, the perception was further fueled by the portrayal of

Jack Nicholson’s character in One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, who chose to be committed to a

mental hospital to avoid hard labor in jail. Nonetheless, the insanity defense as a strategy is

fascinating and its validity widely debated since its inception in the twentieth century, mainly due

to the difficulty in proving beyond the reasonable doubt that the criminal was insane during the

commitment of their crimes and the ethical implications of allowing deranged criminals to avoid

incarceration. The following list explores some of the most notorious cases and debunks some of

their popular misconceptions at the same time.
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10
Anthony and William Esposito

In 1941, the two brothers robbed a payroll truck in Manhattan and killed an office manager and a

police officer in the process. In the subsequent trial, the brothers attempted to prove their

insanity through extreme behavior. For example, they would bang their heads against the table

until they bled, bark like dogs, drool, and cry uncontrollably. The court was unconvinced and

proceeded to charge them for their offenses. Towards the end of their incarceration, they pursued

a hunger strike for a total period of 10 months refusing any food. On the 12th of March 1942, they

were taken to the electric chair in a state of near-death and executed. Until the present day, the

Esposito’s trial verdict remains a record for the deliberation time which took approximate one

minute to deliver. In its time, it served to correct the misconception that criminals who plead the

insanity defense often walk as free men, which is rarely the case. Even if a person was

determined to be mentally ill, a study at a mental institution in New York found that some

patients spend a far larger amount of time committed than they would have spent in prison for

their crimes.

9
Daniel Sickles
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This was the first example of use of the insanity plea in the United States. Daniel Sickles was

known for being a New York politician and Civil War Union General as much as his public scandals

and controversies. He married Teresa Bagioli when he was 33. She was 15 at the time. This was

also the same man who chose not to present his pregnant wife at home to Queen Victoria, but

instead hire the services of a common prostitute Fanny White for the dignified task. However, his

greatest scandal came when he shot and killed Philip Barton Key in Lafayette Park for having an

affair with said wife Teresa. In the much publicized trial, he claimed temporary insanity as he was

enraged with his wife’s infidelity at the time. Before an all-male jury, Daniel Sickles was acquitted

of his murder charges in 1859. In the aftermath of the trial, the public was not only nonchalant to

the outrageous claim, but applauded his actions for liberating the ladies of Washington from the

adulterer Philip. Coincidentally, Philip was also the son of Francis Scott Key, the writer of The

Star-Spangled Banner.
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8
Steven Steinberg

In the year 1981, Steinberg was charged with killing his wife Elena with a kitchen knife. Elena was

stabbed 26 times. It should also be noted that Steinberg was the one who called the police

reporting an attempted burglary gone awry, though the police found no signs of a break in. The

case drew much publicity in Arizona not only for the heinous crime, but because it was a case of

homicidal somnambulism, or simply known as sleepwalking murder. To quote legal argument,

“The defendant was not in his normal state of mind when he committed the act. Sleep walking is

a parasomnia manifested by automatism; as such, harmful actions committed while in this state

cannot be blamed on the perpetrator.” Steinberg claimed he did not remember the crime and was

sleeping at the time, hence the murder while sleepwalking. Not only that, he did not deny the fact

that he murdered his wife. In his criminal trial, the jury found him not guilty on the grounds that

he was temporarily insane when he committed the crime. Although Steinberg fabricated the story

about the intruders, he walked away as a free man. Members of the jury were also quoted later to

saying they were aware that they were releasing a killer but he was not criminally responsible for

his actions.
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7
Andrew Goldstein

On January 3, 1999, Andrew Goldstein pushed Kendra Webdale, a young writer, into the path of an

approaching N Train in New York, killing her. He is a man with a history of schizophrenia and

claimed to hear voices, believed someone had dissected his brain, that his genitalia had enlarged

from consuming contaminated food, and someone named Larry stole his feces and ate them with

a knife and fork. In the prosecutor’s argument, they accused Goldstein of premeditatedly killing

the woman as she closely resembled Stephanie H., a stripper who on previous occasions sexually

frustrated him. They claimed that Goldstein was using schizophrenia as a false account of his

actions.

The reason this case drew much controversy is because Goldstein was committed to the hospital

for a total of 13 times in the course of 1997 and 1998. Each one of his commitments was done

voluntarily, and he once even requested for permanent hospitalization. However, each time he

was turned away and was put in the waiting list for hospitalization, despite his efforts to commit

himself. The tragedy in this case was that the system was firm in their stance to cut costs and

had failed to protect the people. After a gridlock in his first trial, the second jury found him guilty

and convicted him of second degree murder. In the wake of the crime, public outage led to the

introduction of a state law called Kendra’s Law, which allows the right for families to demand

involuntary hospitalization for their relatives. Controversy continued as some say that the law

was irrelevant in this case as Goldstein voluntarily requested for hospitalization. Finally in 2006,

Golstein admitted that he was aware of his actions when he killed Kendra Webdale; just shy of

his pending third trial and finally laying the case to rest.

John Hinckley Jr.
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6

The next entry on the list is probably the most famous one yet. In 1981, Hinckley developed an

obsession with the movie Taxi Driver, in which Jodie Foster stars as a child prostitute and Robert

Deniro plays Travis Bickle, who plots to assassinate the presidential candidate in the film. He

personally watched the movie 15 times consecutively and grew infatuated with Jodie Foster.

Hinckley then began to stalk the actress by relocating to New Haven, Connecticut, near Yale

University where she was enrolled. He signed for a Yale writing class, slipped her poems and

messages through her door and calling her persistently. As he grew more desperate in his

attempts, he even considered taking his own life in front of her to gain her attention. Eventually

he decided to attempt an assassination on President Ronald Reagan. As the president left the

Hilton Hotel, he shot six times at Reagan, wounding a few other people in the process. One of the

bullets hit the president in the chest, but he survived the attempt. Hinckley’s defense team pled

for insanity defense and succeeded, he was acquitted of all of his 13 charges of assault, murder

and weapon counts. Due to the high profile of the case, the public perceived the insanity defense

as a loophole in the legal system which allowed a clearly guilty criminal to dodge incarceration.

The controversy laid in the fact that prior to the assassination attempt, the insanity defense was

only used in 2 percent of the felony cases and in those cases failed over 75 percent of the time.

Nonetheless, most states were pressured to reenact reforms of legislation regarding the use of

the insanity defense.
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5
Jonathan Schmitz

In the year 1994, Jenny Jones, a national talk show, was in the midst of producing a program

about same-sex crushes. They hunted for people who would openly admit to having a crush on

television and found Scott Amedure, who had a crush on his friend Jonathan Schmitz. The

producers of the show invited Schmitz onto the show, explaining to him that someone had a

crush on him. The producers reasserted that Schmitz was fully aware that the show was about

same sex crushes. Schmitz would later claim that he expected to find his ex-girlfriend on stage,
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but found Amedure instead who described his sexual fantasy involving Schmitz on the program.

Three days later, Amedure left Schmitz a suggestive note. Upon finding the note, Schmitz

purchased a shotgun, confronted him, and finally shot him twice in the chest, killing him. This is a

special entry because of the defense used, known as the gay panic defense. It is defined as a

state of temporary insanity caused by undesirable homosexual advances. It is controversial

because it is a little known psychosis and its validity is widely debated within jurisdictions. The

media then lampooned the case as the Jenny Jones trial. Despite the defense, Schmitz was found

to be guilty of second degree murder and sentenced to 25 to 50 years of jail. The Jenny Jones

Show was also later sued for negligence, for creating a hostile scenario without considering the

potential consequences. They were found guilty but the judgment was overturned on appeal.

4
Lorena Bobbitt

Lorena and John Bobbitt was a young couple from Virginia. John had a history of mentally and

sexually abusing Lorena throughout their marriage. On June 23th 1993, John arrived home highly

inebriated and proceeded to rape Lorena. After the incident, Lorena stepped into the kitchen for a

drink of water and saw a carving knife on the counter. This evoked memories of the years of

domestic abuse that has been taking place. Lorena then walked back into the bedroom where

John was sleeping and “cut off almost half of his penis” with the knife. With the severed penis in

hand, Lorena left the apartment, drove to a field and threw it away. Finally, she made the call to

911 in which a team then searched for the genitalia and was able to recover it. John was taken to
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the hospital and his penis was able to be surgically reattached. During the trial, Lorena revealed

the details of their marriage and the domestic abuse. Her defense claimed that she was suffering

from clinical depression from it causing her to wound her husband. The jury deliberated and

Lorena was acquitted of her charges due to temporary insanity and could not be held responsible

for her actions. She was however ordered to go under psychiatric evaluation for 45 days and was

released thereafter. In the aftermath of the much publicized trial, she appeared on the Oprah

Winfrey Show to talk about her experience and has since been an advocate for domestic violence

causes herself.

3
Jeffrey Dahmer

Dahmer was a notorious serial killer and sex offender in 1991. His long list of offenses involved

sex, cannibalism, necrophilia, and dismemberment. Since he was a child, he had shown

symptoms of withdrawal and avoidance of any social interactions. He would collect dead animals,

then dissect, dissolve, or mutilate them in various ways. He committed the first murder in 1978,

bludgeoning to death Steven Hicks, a hitchhiker because “the guy wanted to leave and I didn’t

want him to.” In September 1987, he picked up Steven Tuomi at a gay bar and killed him out of

impulse, claiming no memory of the event later in trial. In 1988, he was also arrested for giving

drugs and sexual fondling a 13 year old boy, Somsack Sinthasomphone. As a registered sex

offender, he would then proceed to commit 15 more murders, storing the corpses in vats. Dahmer
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kept trophies of his victims such as human skulls and genitalia in the closet and “saving” biceps

and the human heart in the freezer for later consumption. This happened up to the year 1991

when Tracy Edwarts, a would-be victim overpowered Dahmer, ran through the streets and waved

for the police car.

In the trial, Dahmer pled not guilty by reason of insanity. The plea was subsequently rejected and

Dahmer was convicted of all 15 murder charges and sentenced to 15 consecutive life sentences.

The case was seen by many as the death of the insanity plea. They contended that if a deranged

criminal like Dahmer is rejected on the insanity plea, then no other criminal would qualify for the

defense.

2
John Wayne Gacy

Gacy was a prolific serial killer in the 1970s in the US. He gained notoriety as the Killer Clown for

dressing up as “Pogo the Clown” and performing at parties and events. He later raped and killed

33 young boys and men in Chicago. He claimed that he lost count of how many of his victims he

had buried in a crawl space which he dug, and had thrown 5 of them into the Des Plaines River

because it had run out of room. The discovery of his murders and subsequent arrest shook the

community as he was known for his active involvement with local projects and his volunteer

work as the said clown, even meeting the First Lady Rosalynn Carter who personally thanked him

for his efforts. Many of his victims were lured into his home and then murdered by means of
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asphyxiation by a tourniquet, not strangulation. This meant that they were cut off from most, but

not all of the oxygen supply; resulting in the victims convulsing for an hour or two before the

eventual death. He pled not guilty by reason of insanity, and was able to produce psychiatric

experts who would testify for his case. This was rejected by the prosecution team due to the

extensive measures Gacy took in avoiding detection, including ordering his own construction

company’s employees to dig the crawl space which he claimed to be a drainage trench. Also, his

defense team actually attempted to argue that all of the 33 murders were due to accidental erotic

asphyxiation, a claim which was quickly refuted by the county coroner. Gacy was found guilty of

each murder and was sentenced to death by lethal injection. Even after his sentencing, he

continued to draw controversy. During his 14 years spend in death row, Gacy painted various

drawings which were sold for amounts up to $9,500. This drew the ire of the community towards

Gacy for making money from the sales and the art exhibitions held in his name, leading to

communal bonfires in which the paintings were bought for the sole purpose of being burned. Not

only that, Gacy also inspired films and books which chronicled his killings and life. One of the

more notable books was written by Jason Moss, who was so fascinated by serial killers that he

established communication with Gacy in death row, pretended to be a gay hustler, visited him

face to face, and claimed he was almost Gacy’s final victim. He was dubbed as a serial killer

groupie due to his intense fascination and in 2006, Moss committed suicide from a gunshot to

the head.

1
Ed Gein
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“They smelled too bad,” was a quote from Ed Gein who claimed that he would never have

intercourse with any of the dead bodies he dug out of their graves. What he did take interest in

however, was skinning the corpses and wearing them. On other occasions, he would collect

various body parts and using them as decorative items at his homestead in Wisconsin. For

example a suit made of human skin, a belt made out of female nipples, a lampshade made out of

a human face, a refrigerator filled with human organs, vulvas in a shoebox, and many others

including noses, skulls, heads, and a pair of lips on a drawstring. This grave robber was perversely

fascinated with his deceased mother and the intimacy of female body parts. In 1957, he was

arrested and tried for the murder of Bernice Worden, although he also confessed to killing at least

two others but was not charged due to cost issues according to the judge in his case. Gein pled

not guilty under reason of insanity and was deemed legally insane. After a 11 year stint in the

hospital for the criminally insane, he was tried in 1968 and was found guilty of first degree

murder. Gein served a life sentence in a mental hospital until his death. Gein gained further

notoriety because the county sheriff Art Schley was so horrified by the severity of his crime that

he assaulted Gein during questioning. He subsequently suffered a heart attack and died a month

after testifying at the trial. In modern day pop culture, Gein served as character inspirations to a

myriad of famous horror movie franchises. Gein tops the list for being most notorious due to the

film industry’s obsession with Gein, immortalizing him in seemingly literal depictions of his

character such as Leatherface in Texas Chainsaw Massacare and Buffalo Bill in the Silence of the

Lambs who were fond of grotesque dismemberment and skinning of their victims.
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 • Reply •

Emma  • 6 years ago> James

It's okay, I did too. XD
11△ ▽

 • Reply •

jbjr  • 6 years ago> Emma

Me too. Spielberg new movie INSANE ! Lol.
12△ ▽

 • Reply •

Will  • 4 years ago> James

Yupp.
1△ ▽

 • Reply •

Jordan • 6 years ago

"One of the bullets ricocheted and hit the president on the chest, who later succumbed to his
injuries."

really? And here I thought he died in 2004 from Pneumonia. Thats one magic bullet.
31△ ▽

 • Reply •

Robert Kiehn  • 4 years ago> Jordan

Reagen did in fact die in 2004.... Sigh. Good point Jordan, btw.
△ ▽

 • Reply •

jprecon • 6 years ago

I was approached by Gacy 6 months before his arrest when I was 8 years old....I don't think I
was in any danger, I was too young for his taste but who knows. It was summer, my mom, sister
and myself were at Woodfield Mall in Schaumburg, IL. My sister and mom were in a store
together on the 2nd floor and i was outside the store standing at the balcony. This man dressed
as a clown, with his face painted and wearing goofy clothes approached me. I remember he
had a big blue button with Pogo the Clown written in black on his shirt. He started blowing up a
balloon to make me a balloon animal but the balloon burst. He asked me to come back to his
locker to get more balloons and he would make me an animal. At that same time my mom and
sister came out of the store, so we left.

I don't think I would have gone with him, I would have told him I was waiting for my mom and
sister and I would have definitely told my mom before going with him anywhere. By then, he
was already in the news and my mom probably would have recognized him and told him off.
BUT, it wasn't until many years later that I realized who he was....I saw his picture on the cover
of Time magazine in full make-up. I was totally freaked out and to this day, I hate clowns.
27△ ▽

 • Reply •

Dan Ramirez  • 4 years ago> jprecon

Um, nope..you were in no danger from Gacy, he preferred teenagers and those in their
early 20's.
1△ ▽
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 • Reply •

Robert Kiehn  • 4 years ago> Dan Ramirez

I wonder....
△ ▽

 • Reply •

mbabarai • 6 years ago

"One of the bullets ricocheted and hit the president on the chest, who later succumbed to his
injuries. Uh, Reagan didn't succumb to his injuries.
22△ ▽

 • Reply •

Michelle • 5 years ago

The gross misuse of the English language in this article is appalling. Please get a further
understanding of middle school writing before you try to educate others.
12△ ▽

 • Reply •

broswellman • 6 years ago

Yeah I wasn't aware Reagan was assasinated thanks for correcting me and HISTORY.
14△ ▽

 • Reply •

oouchan • 6 years ago

As it was pointed out in the comments...Reagan survived that attempt. That kinda soured the
list a little.  
As for the other entries, glad most of the crazies were locked up. As long as they are put away,
doesn't matter where....just need to be secured somewhere away from the rest of the world.
Very happy to hear that Schmitz from number 5 didn't get away with such a stupid defense. You
can't get away with murder simply because you found someone's crush on you icky.

Started out with good intentions, but kinda fell flat.
9△ ▽

 • Reply •

Unikiwi • 6 years ago

6. One of the bullets ricocheted and hit the president on the chest, who later succumbed to his
injuries.

President Reagan did not die from this assassination "attempt".
8△ ▽

 • Reply •

icanmanager • 6 years ago

A well written list? He got the facts on the death of a US president wrong for crying out loud...

Makes you wonder what else he has got wrong.
8△ ▽

 • Reply •

sdf • 5 years ago

"Reagan succumbed to his injuries"?!?!?
7△ ▽
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 • Reply •

Goingdownhill • 6 years ago

Seriously, this website is going downhill. So many of the lists just suck. This started off as a
great list, but it also rapidly went downhill. So, someone survived a 10-month hunger strike on
just water? Does modern medicine know about this, because this is a huge deal. And Reagan
succumbed to his injuries? Seriously? I dont think that's correct, because I was at his funeral
procession in 2004. Apparently proofreading and proper research were buried around the same
time.
6△ ▽

 • Reply •

Guest  • 5 years ago> Goingdownhill

I would assume that they survived the 10-month hunger strike by being force fed.
Occasionally, prisons used to stick a tube down prisoners throats and pump food into
there in such cases. But I can't be totally sure in this case.
1△ ▽

 • Reply •

ericvg16 • 6 years ago

I think that Dan White's "Twinkie defense" with regards to the Harvey Milk assassination should
be on here. That one just screams controversial.
6△ ▽

 • Reply •

P5ychoRaz • 6 years ago

"One of the bullets ricocheted and hit the president on the chest, who later succumbed to his
injuries." ??? Which president? Reagan? Am I missing something?
5△ ▽

 • Reply •

ReaganBush84 • 6 years ago

Number six is completely false. Reagan did not "succumb to his injuries". Reagan lived many
years after the assassination attempt. Remember "honey, I forgot to duck?" Good list, just
inaccurate at times.
4△ ▽

 • Reply •

pryan96 • 6 years ago

Albert Fish????????
3△ ▽

 • Reply •

Jag • 6 years ago

Reagen didn't succumb to his injuries he. Lived for over two decades after that.
3△ ▽

Jes_For_Kicks • 6 years ago

FINALLY THE TRUTH CAN BE TOLD!!!!!!

Yes folks, as Gideon Yoong DARED to reveal, President Ronald Reagan "succumbed to his
injuries" during the infamous assassination attempt.
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 • Reply •

see more

The person everyone THOUGHT was Ronald Reagan was, in fact, Harry Butfinger, an obscure
Ronald Reagan impersonator and a dead-ringer. (Impersonator Rich Little was approached for
the job, but he was still doing Richard Nixon.)

Mr. Butfinger was appointed to take the place of Ronald Reagan, with the full knowledge and
cooperation of Nancy Reagan, the secret service, the FBI, the CIA, the Daughters of the
American Revolution, the Boy Scouts of America, and the John Birch Society. The only media
outlet that knew about the switch was Fox News, and they weren't talking. (While Vice
President George Bush--the first--initially threw a tantrum over the news that he would not get
to take over the President's term, he eventually agreed, accepting, instead, some KFC
vouchers as compensation.)

In spite of the secrecy, there were a few indications that something was not quite right. For
instance, on numerous occasions, Nancy Reagan could be spotted "feeding lines" to the

3△ ▽

 • Reply •

Bobnormal  • 6 years ago> Jes_For_Kicks

Good Humor! Fox started News in 1996 IIRC
△ ▽

 • Reply •

Diablo135  • 6 years ago> Jes_For_Kicks

While this is kinda funny, Fox News didn't exist back then. Change that and this works!
△ ▽

 • Reply •

SchalaRenee • 4 years ago

Ed Gein is almost exactly like 'Bloody Face' from American Horror Story...that psycho is sadly
famous for all the evil things he did. TV shows, movies, books. Ugh. I think this is why some
psychos become serial killers. They think they will be famous. And, if they're crazy enough, they
happen to be right.
2△ ▽

 • Reply •

SaulAum  • 25 days ago> SchalaRenee

Season 2 bloody face
△ ▽

 • Reply •

r. • 6 years ago

As others have noted, President Reagan did not die from his wounds. Really.
2△ ▽

 • Reply •

dani • 6 years ago

Did anyone else notice all the grammar mistakes in this article? It was a good article but
defintiely needed to be proof-read a little better. That really took away from the overall appeal of
the article for me.
2△ ▽
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 • Reply •

Robert Kiehn • 4 years ago

Fascinating article btw, some mistakes and errors, mainly that President Reagen was killed (he
actually died 20 years later).

Also my Uncle Marty (a dead ringer for actor Al Pacino and the same age btw) once told me
that Reagen repeated lines from his movies in his speeches.
1△ ▽

 • Reply •

uniqua • 4 years ago

Although there were alot of incorrect facts, this really helped out with my insanity defense paper
1△ ▽

 • Reply •

SaulAum  • 25 days ago> uniqua

im doing an insanity defense paper-any tips?
△ ▽

 • Reply •

mayarra2008 • 6 years ago

What about the guy who assasinated Lennon ... his voices told him that lennon was evil .... i
saw a special on it a few years ago
1△ ▽

 • Reply •

em • 6 years ago

definitely Pierre Riviere...brutal parricide with a history of childhood abuse at the hands of his
mother; exhibiting certain markers of antisocial personality disorder from a young age;
expressing a deep-seated misogynistic world-view including what some might argue bordered
on paranoid attitudes toward women; professed to have known the law, but believed himself to
posses greater wisdom than the legal mechanisms of his day; self-documentation of his crimes
and desire to be "punished" for them - that is, in the particular manner he saw fit. legally insane
or not, i'd rank him high among the criminally disturbed.
1△ ▽

 • Reply •

Gill Avila • 6 years ago

You forgot Dan White, who killed Mayor Moscone and Harvey Milk of San Francisco. He had
the "Twinkie" defense, that overindulging in Hostess Twinkies drove to him to homicide.
1△ ▽

 • Reply •

Maggot  • 6 years ago> Gill Avila

He had the “Twinkie” defense, that overindulging in Hostess Twinkies drove to him to
homicide.

That was NEVER claimed by his defense team, but is the commonly held
misconception. You ought to read up on the actual details of White’s defense, rather
than regurgitating the myth.
1△ ▽

M i 4> M t
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 • Reply •

Maria  • 4 years ago> Maggot

Contrary to common belief, White's attorneys did not argue that the Twinkies
were the cause of White's actions, but that their consumption was symptomatic of
his underlying depression. But they did, in fact, use the consumption of twinkies
as a factor in the defense of Dan White.
△ ▽

 • Reply •

Maggot  • 4 years ago> Maria

Well if you want to split hairs on it, I won’t really argue, but will just point
out that the actual word “Twinkies” was said once during the trial, in
testimony by Defense psychiatrist Dr. Martin Blinder, and it was more of a
passing remark alongside Coca-Cola and also chocolate, merely used as
an example of “junk food” or “high sugar content food with lots of
preservatives”. Prior to Dr. Binder taking the stand, others had mentioned
that in the past, typically during his temporary “episodes” or “depressive
spells” he would consume junk food and sweets, things like candy,
doughnuts, sugary drinks, etc. Later in Dr. Binder’s testimony he stated
that “PERHAPS if it were not for the ingestion of this aggravating factor,
this junk food, with all three factors, did not impinge upon him at the same
time, I would suspect that these homicides would not have taken place.”
Point being, it was never stated that he specifically ate any Twinkies in the
time of the specific “episode” during which he committed the murders.

Here is a transcript of the relevant testimony regarding the Defense
team’s Diminished Capacity defense strategy:

http://law2.umkc.edu/facult...
△ ▽

 • Reply •

petet2112 • 6 years ago

# 1. Ed Gein was the inspiration for the character Norman Bates in the Alfred Hitchc**k movie
Psycho, (1960). #6. John Hinckley's attempted assassination brought into law The Brady Act
(James Brady who just happened to be in the cross fir and left him paralyzed). And #2. There is
made for TV movie entitled "To Catch A Killer" (1992) starring Brian Dennehy as John Wayne
Gacy. Its a rather bone-chilling movie and of course Brian Dennehy as Gacy was superb.
1△ ▽

 • Reply •

joebecca • 6 years ago

wow!! 2 great lists in a week.... WTG Listverse!!
1△ ▽

Maggot • 6 years ago

A lot of good choices on this interesting list. Yeah a few mistakes, most notably the glaring one
about Reagan, who actually died of pneumonia over 20 years after Hinckley’s assassination
attempt. I could be wrong here, but though a bullet was removed from his lung (an undetonated
exploding bullet no less!) and he suffered a collapsed lung from the ordeal, I don’t believe those
injuries were ever tied to this later pneumonia.
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Load more comments

 • Reply •

injuries were ever tied to this later pneumonia.

Someone else mentioned Dan White already, but I’m surprised not to see him on here, as the
so-called “Twinkie defense” (a misnomer actually) really raised awareness, frustration, and
anger (at least here in the States) about the diminished capacity plea, ultimately leading to its
abolishment as a defense in the state of California. For those who may not know, White
assassinated San Francisco mayor George Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk in 1978. Tried
on a count of 1st degree murder (subject to the death penalty if convicted), the defense led to a
lesser conviction of voluntary manslaughter and he was sentenced to 7 years in prison, serving
only 5 before being paroled. He ended up offing himself a couple years later…
1△ ▽

 • Reply •

bigskimarche  • 6 years ago> Maggot

how about the chewbacca defense ?
△ ▽

 • Reply •

Zair • 6 years ago

Damn such sick people we have in this world :(
1△ ▽
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