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• "They began by controlling 

books of  cartoons and then 
detective books and, of  course, 
films, one way or another, one 
group or another, political bias, 
religious prejudice, union 
pressure; there was always a 
minority afraid of  something, 
and a great majority afraid of  
the dark, afraid of  the future, 
afraid of  the past, afraid of  the 
present, afraid of  themselves 
and shadows of  themselves."  
 

• — Ray Bradbury (The Martian Chronicles) 



•"There must be 
something in books, 
something we can’t 
imagine, to make a 
woman stay in a 
burning house; there 
must be something 
there. You don’t stay 
for nothing."  
 

• — Ray Bradbury (Fahrenheit 451) 



•"If  all printers 
were determined 
not to print 
anything till they 
were sure it 
would offend 
nobody, there 
would be very 
little printed."  
 

• — Benjamin Franklin 



•"Censorship ends in 
logical completeness 
when nobody is 
allowed to read any 
books except the 
books that nobody can 
read." 
 

• [As quoted in Literary Censorship 
in England (in Current Opinion, 
Vol. 55, No. 5, November 1913)]"  

 
•— George Bernard Shaw 



 
•"And the air was full 
of  Thoughts and 
Things to Say. But at 
times like these, only 
the Small Things are 
ever said. Big Things 
lurk unsaid inside."  
 
•— Arundhati Roy (The 
God of  Small Things) 



 

• The Supreme Court has held that 
there is a First Amendment right 
to receive information; the right to 
receive information is a corollary 
to the right to speak. Justice 
William Brennan elaborated on 
this point in 1965: 

• “The dissemination of  ideas can 
accomplish nothing if  otherwise 
willing addressees are not free to 
receive and consider them. It 
would be a barren marketplace of  
ideas that had only sellers and no 
buyers.” Lamont v. Postmaster 
General, 381 U.S. 301 (1965). 

• http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/censorship 



•When the Supreme Court 
considered whether a local 
school board violated the 
Constitution by removing 
books from a school library, 
it held that “the right to 
receive ideas is a necessary 
predicate to the recipient’s 
meaningful exercise of  his 
own rights of  speech, press, 
and political freedom.” 
 

• Board of  Ed., Island Trees Union Free 
School Dist. No. 26 v. Pico, 457 US 853 - 
Supreme Court 1982 



• Criticism of  the government, 
political dissatisfaction, and 
advocacy of  unpopular ideas that 
people may find distasteful or 
against public policy are almost 
always safeguarded. The U.S. 
Supreme Court has recognized 
several categories of  speech that 
are not protected by the First 
Amendment.  Among these are 
obscenity, child pornography, and 
libel and slander. Deciding what is 
and is not protected speech is 
almost always reserved for a court 
of  law. 
 

• http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/censorship 

 



•Ulysses by Irish writer 
James Joyce. It is 
considered to be one of  the 
most important works of  
modernist literature.  Since 
its publication, the book has 
attracted controversy and 
scrutiny, ranging from an 
obscenity trial in the United 
States in 1921, to protracted 
textual "Joyce Wars".  



 
•United States v. One 
Book Called Ulysses, 
5 F. Supp. 182 (S.D.N.Y. 1933) 

 
•United States v. One 
Book Entitled Ulysses, 
72 F.2d 705 (2d Cir. 1934) 



 
• I have read "Ulysses" 
once in its entirety and I 
have read those passages 
of  which the government 
particularly complains 
several times. In fact, for 
many weeks, my spare 
time has been devoted to 
the consideration of  the 
decision which my duty 
would require me to 
make in this matter. 
 

• United States v. One Book Called 
Ulysses, 5 F. Supp. 182 (S.D.N.Y. 
1933) 

 



 
•The words which are criticized 

as dirty are old Saxon words 
known to almost all men and, I 
venture, to many women, and are 
such words as would be naturally 
and habitually used, I believe, by 
the types of  folk whose life, 
physical and mental, Joyce is 
seeking to describe. In respect 
of  the recurrent emergence of  
the theme of  sex in the minds of  
his characters, it must always be 
remembered that his locale was 
Celtic and his season spring. 
 

• United States v. One Book Called Ulysses, 5 
F. Supp. 182 (S.D.N.Y. 1933) 

 



• I am quite aware that owing to 
some of  its scenes "Ulysses" is a 
rather strong draught to ask some 
sensitive, though normal, persons 
to take. But my considered 
opinion, after long reflection, is 
that, whilst in many places the 
effect of  "Ulysses" on the reader 
undoubtedly is somewhat emetic, 
nowhere does it tend to be an 
aphrodisiac. 
 
• "Ulysses" may, therefore, be 

admitted into the United States. 
 

• United States v. One Book Called Ulysses, 5 F. 
Supp. 182 (S.D.N.Y. 1933) 
 



• Though the depiction happily is not of  the 
"stream of  consciousness" of  all men and 
perhaps of  only those of  a morbid type, it 
seems to be sincere, truthful, relevant to 
the subject, and executed with real art. 
Joyce, in the words of  Paradise Lost, has 
dealt with "things unattempted yet in 
prose or rime" with things that very likely 
might better have remained 
"unattempted" but his book shows 
originality and is a work of  symmetry and 
excellent craftsmanship of  a sort. The 
question before us is whether such a book 
of  artistic merit and scientific insight 
should be regarded as "obscene" within 
section 305 (a) of  the Tariff  Act. 
 

• United States v. One Book Entitled 
Ulysses, 72 F.2d 705 (2d Cir. 1934) 



• The foolish judgments of  Lord Eldon 
about one hundred years ago, 
proscribing the works of  Byron and 
Southey, and the finding by the jury 
under a charge by Lord Denman that 
the publication of  Shelley's "Queen 
Mab" was an indictable offense are a 
warning to all who have to determine 
the limits of  the field within which 
authors may exercise themselves. We 
think that Ulysses is a book of  
originality and sincerity of  treatment 
and that it has not the effect of  
promoting lust. Accordingly it does  
not fall within the statute, even though 
it justly may offend many. 
 

• United States v. One Book Entitled 
Ulysses, 72 F.2d 705 (2d Cir. 1934) 





• "You know also that the beginning is the 
most important part of  any work, especially 
in the case of  a young and tender thing; for 
that is the time at which the character is 
being formed and the desired impression is 
more readily taken. Quite true. And shall we 
just carelessly allow children to hear any 
casual tales which may be devised by casual 
persons, and to receive into their minds 
ideas for the most part the very opposite of  
those which we should wish them to have 
when they are grown up? We cannot. Then 
the first thing will be to establish a 
censorship of  the writers of  fiction, and let 
the censors receive any tale of  fiction which 
is good, and reject the bad; and we will 
desire mothers and nurses to tell their 
children the authorized ones only."  
 

• — Plato (The Republic) 



•"Let children read 
whatever they want 
and then talk about it 
with them. If  parents 
and kids can talk 
together, we won't 
have as much 
censorship because 
we won't have as 
much fear."  
 

• — Judy Blume 







•"Once a government is 
committed to the principle of  
silencing the voice of  
opposition, it has only one 
way to go, and that is down 
the path of  increasingly 
repressive measures, until it 
becomes a source of  terror to 
all its citizens and creates a 
country where everyone lives 
in fear." 
 

• [Special Message to the Congress on the Internal 
Security of  the United States, August 8, 1950]“ 

  
•— Harry Truman 







•"Don't join the book 
burners. Don't think 
you're going to 
conceal faults by 
concealing evidence 
that they ever existed. 
Don't be afraid to go 
in your library and 
read every book..."  
 

• — Dwight D. Eisenhower 



•"All these people talk so 
eloquently about getting back 
to good old-fashioned values. 
Well, as an old poop I can 
remember back to when we 
had those old-fashioned 
values, and I say let's get 
back to the good old-
fashioned First Amendment 
of  the good old-fashioned 
Constitution of  the United 
States -- and to hell with the 
censors! Give me knowledge 
or give me death!"  
 
•— Kurt Vonnegut 



 
•"Books can not be killed 
by fire. People die, but 
books never die. No man 
and no force can abolish 
memory... In this war, we 
know, books are weapons. 
And it is a part of  your 
dedication always to make 
them weapons for man's 
freedom."  
 
•— Franklin D. Roosevelt 



• "If  this nation is to be wise as 
well as strong, if  we are to 
achieve our destiny, then we need 
more new ideas for more wise 
men reading more good books in 
more public libraries. These 
libraries should be open to all—
except the censor. We must know 
all the facts and hear all the 
alternatives and listen to all the 
criticisms. Let us welcome 
controversial books and 
controversial authors. For the Bill 
of  Rights is the guardian of  our 
security as well as our liberty. 

 
•— John F. Kennedy 



 
•"Adam was but human—
this explains it all. He did 
not want the apple for the 
apple's sake, he wanted it 
only because it was 
forbidden. The mistake 
was in not forbidding the 
serpent; then he would 
have eaten the serpent."  
 
•— Mark Twain 
(Pudd'nhead Wilson) 


