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“The tragedy of  Central Appalachia is that 
it is becoming more marginalized in 
American life just when the country needs 
more than ever what it has to offer. At a time 
when the bonds of  community and family 
are visibly failing and people feel more alone 
than ever, and as they are bombarded from 
all sides with more demands, and with more 
"data" that they can possibly digest, 
Appalachia offers a model for a less frenetic 
and more measured way of  life. . . . Yet 
Appalachia has now been so thoroughly 
bypassed and forgotten that it cannot give, 
because the rest of  America will not take, 
what could be it's greatest gift.”  
 
― Harry M. Caudill, Night Comes to the 
Cumberlands: A Biography of  a Depressed Area 





Are you a Hillbilly? 



"Papaw’s distant cousin—
also Jim Vance—married 
into the Hatfield family 
and joined a group of  
former Confederate 
soldiers and sympathizers 
called the Wildcats. When 
Cousin Jim murdered 
former Union soldier Asa 
Harmon McCoy, he 
kicked off  one of  the most 
famous family feuds in 
American history."  
 
— J.D. Vance (Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir 
of  a Family and Culture in Crisis) 



 

•Devil Anse Hatfield 
Dad’s side 
5th Cousin – 5 times removed 

 

• Randolph Randall McCoy 
Sr 

Mom’s side 
 
7th Cousin – 4 times removed 



•airish 
•Adjective 
• (comparative more airish, 
superlative most airish) 
 
• (Appalachian) cool, breezy 
(weather). 
 
• “Hit's right airish out today.” 



Bald – A treeless area on a 
mountain 
Blackberry Winter – Time 
where there is cool weather 
at the same time as the 
blooming of  wild 
blackberry shrubs in May 
Blind House – Windowless 
cabin 
Blockading – Making 
illegal whiskey or 
moonshine 
Booger – Ghost 
Boomer – Red squirrel 
Branch – Small stream 
Cove – Small valley 
surrounded by mountains 
(Cades Cove) 
Dogwood Winter – Time 
of  cold weather at the same 
time as the blooming of  
dogwood trees in mid-April 

Dome – A mountain with a 
rounded top (Clingman’s 
Dome) 
Foxfire – Something that 
glows in the dark, like 
certain mushrooms 
Gaum – A mess 
Gap – Low spot along a 
ridge or mountain range 
(Newfound Gap) 
Granny Woman – Midwife 
He-balsam – Spruce tree 
Hollow – Small sheltered 
valley (holler) 
Jag – Small amount 
Leather Britches – Green 
beans dried in the pod by 
threading on a string and 
hanging 
Lick – To hit with a 
hammer or axe 
Long Sweetening – Maple 
syrup 
 

Painter – Mountain lion 
Poke – Small bag 
Poor Do – Boiled cornmeal 
Ramp – Wild garlic 
Shamp – To cut hair 
She-balsam – Fir tree 
Short Sweetening – Sugar 
or honey 
Si-goggle – look sideways, 
or something not straight 
Simples – Medicinal herbs 
Slaunchwise – Crooked, 
sideways, slanting 
diagonally 
Slick-faced – Without a 
beard 
Sorry – Something of  little 
or no value 
‘Tater Hole – cold cellar 
under the cabin floor where 
foods are stored 
Wish Book – Mail-order 
catalog 
Varmint – Wild animal 
 



 

•“As a member of a 
learned profession, a 
lawyer should 
cultivate knowledge of 
the law beyond its use 
for clients, employ 
that knowledge in 
reform of the law and 
work to strengthen 
legal education.” 
 

• Preamble to the Model Rules 



•"Nearly every person you will read about is 
deeply flawed. Some have tried to murder other 
people, and a few were successful. Some have 
abused their children, physically or emotionally. 
Many abused (and still abuse) drugs. But I love 
these people, even those to whom I avoid 
speaking for my own sanity. And if I leave you 
with the impression that there are bad people in 
my life, then I am sorry, both to you and to the 
people so portrayed. For there are no villains in 
this story. There's just a ragtag band of 
hillbillies struggling to find their way - both for 
their sake and, by the grace of God, for mine."  
 

• — J.D. Vance (Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis) 



"Pajamas? Poor people 
don’t wear pajamas. We 
fall asleep in our 
underwear or blue jeans. 
To this day, I find the 
very notion of  pajamas 
an unnecessary elite 
indulgence, like caviar or 
electric ice cube 
makers."  
— J.D. Vance (Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of  a 
Family and Culture in Crisis) 



• "social mobility isn’t just 
about money and 
economics, it’s about a 
lifestyle change. The 
wealthy and the powerful 
aren’t just wealthy and 
powerful; they follow a 
different set of norms and 
mores. When you go from 
working-class to 
professional-class, almost 
everything about your old 
life becomes unfashionable 
at best or unhealthy at 
worst."  
 

• — J.D. Vance (Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of 
a Family and Culture in Crisis) 
 



In the United States, the Hillbilly 
Highway is the emigration of  
residents of  the Appalachian 
Mountains to industrial cities in 
northern, midwestern, and western 
states, primarily in the years 
following World War II.  
 
Many of  these Appalachian 
migrants went to major industrial 
centers such as Detroit, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Baltimore, 
Milwaukee, or Muncie, Indiana, 
while others traveled west to 
California. While most often used in 
this metaphoric sense, the term is 
sometimes used to refer to specific 
stretches of  roadway, such as U.S. 
Route 23, or Interstate 75. 



 

Readin', Rightin', Rt. 23 
Dwight Yoakam 
 
They learned readin', writin', Route 
23 to the jobs that lay waiting in 
those cities' factories.   
 
They learned readin', writin', roads 
to the north. To the luxury and 
comfort a coal miner can't afford.   
 
They thought readin', writin', 
Route 23 would take them to the 
good life that they had never seen.   
 
They didn't know that old highway 
could lead them to a world of 
misery 
 



“A lawyer should be 
mindful of  deficiencies 
in the administration of  
justice and of  the fact 
that the poor, and 
sometimes persons who 
are not poor, cannot 
afford adequate legal 
assistance.” 
Preamble to the Model Rules 



 

• “Well, what was it to be a 
thief? He met the question 
at last, face to face, wiping 
the clammy drops of 
sweat from his forehead. 
God made this money - 
the fresh air, too - for his 
children's use. He never 
made the difference 
between poor and rich.”  
 

• ― Rebecca Harding Davis, Life in the Iron Mills 
and Other Stories 



“Sue Annie sighed. 
“Child, th world cain't git 
along without doorsills to 
walk on; that's why th 
good God made women; 
but it's allus seemed to 
me that all women, when 
they die, they ought to go 
to heaven; they never 
have much down here 
but hell.”  
― Harriette Simpson Arnow, Hunter's Horn 



 
• (g) engage in conduct that the 

lawyer knows or reasonably 
should know is harassment or 
discrimination on the basis of 
race, sex, religion, national origin, 
ethnicity, disability, age, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, 
marital status or socioeconomic 
status in conduct related to the 
practice of law. This paragraph 
does not limit the ability of a 
lawyer to accept, decline or 
withdraw from a representation 
in accordance with Rule 1.16. This 
paragraph does not preclude 
legitimate advice or advocacy 
consistent with these Rules. 
 

• Model Rule 8.4(g) 



“The horror of  class 
stratification, racism, and 
prejudice is that some 
people begin to believe 
that the security of  their 
families and communities 
depends on the oppression 
of  others, that for some to 
have good lives there must 
be others whose lives are 
truncated and brutal.”  
 
― Dorothy Allison 



 
• "Psychologists call it 

“learned helplessness” 
when a person believes, 
as I did during my youth, 
that the choices I made 
had no effect on the 
outcomes in my life."  
 

• — J.D. Vance (Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a 
Family and Culture in Crisis) 



As a teacher at my old 
high school told me 
recently, “They want us 
to be shepherds to 
these kids. But no one 
wants to talk about the 
fact that many of  them 
are raised by wolves."  
 
— J.D. Vance (Hillbilly Elegy: A 
Memoir of  a Family and Culture in 
Crisis) 



• “I stop in front of the bus 
station, look in on the 
waiting people, and think 
about all the places they are 
going. But I know they 
can’t run away from it or 
drink their way out of it or 
die to get rid of it. It’s 
always there, you just look 
at somebody and they give 
you a look like the Wrath of 
God.”  
 

• ― Breece D'J Pancake, The 
Stories of Breece D'J Pancake 



“In every child who is 
born, under no matter what 
circumstances, and no 
matter what parents, the 
potentiality of  the human 
race is born again; and in 
him, too, one more, and of  
each of  us, our terrific 
responsibility towards 
human life; towards the 
utmost idea of  goodness, 
of  the horror of  error, and 
of  God.” 
 
― James Agee, Let Us Now Praise Famous 
Men / A Death in the Family / Shorter 
Fiction 



• "What separates the 
successful from the 
unsuccessful are the 
expectations that they 
had for their own lives. 
Yet the message of the 
right is increasingly: It’s 
not your fault that you’re 
a loser; it’s the 
government’s fault."  
 

• — J.D. Vance (Hillbilly Elegy: 
A Memoir of a Family and 
Culture in Crisis) 


